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beartv friend migbt be expected to afford. Dr. Masham was scarcely less delighted at the excursion than the children themselves, and rejoiced in the sunny clay that made everything more glad and bright. The garden, the grotto, the bowling-green, and all the novelty of the spot, greatly diverted his young companions; they visited his farmyard, were introduced to his poultry, rambled over his meadows, and admired his cows, which he had. collected with equal care and knowledge. ISTor was the interior of this bachelor's residence, devoid of amusement. Every nook and corner was filled with objects of interest; and everything was in admirable order. The goddess of neatness and precision reigned supreme^especially in his hall, which, though barely ten feet square, was a cabinet of rural curiosities. His guns, his fishing-tackle, a cabinet of birds stuffed by himself, a fox in a glass-case that seemed absolutely running, and an otter with a real fish in its mouth, in turn delighted them; but chiefly, perhaps, his chimney-corner of Dutch tiles, all Scriptural subjects, which Venetia and Plantagenet emulated each other in discovering.
Then his library, which was rare and splendid, for the Doctor was one of the most renowned scholars in the kingdom, and his pictures, his prints, and his gold fish, and his canary birds; it seemed they never could exhaust such sources of endless amusement; to say nothing of every other room in the house, for, from the garret to the dairy, his guests encouraged him in introducing them to every thing, every person, and every place.
'And this is the way we old bachelors contrive to pass our lives/ said tho good Doctor; t and now, my dear lady, Goody Blount will give us some dinner.'
The Doctor's repast was a substantial one ; he seemed resolved, at one ample swoop, to repay Lady Annabel for ail her hospitality; and he really took such delight in their participation of it, that his principal guest was constrained co check herself in more than one warning intimation thai moderation was desirable, were it only for the sake of the